
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 18 October 2011   

 
Tenpin Bowling Australia inducts two members into Hall of Fame  

 
Two people, revered by their peers, were inducted into the Tenpin Bowling Australia Hall of Fame in a colourful 
ceremony in Sydney last night.  
 
The induction of bowler Giuseppe (Joe) Velo from Wollongong and administrator/coach June Voukolos from Darwin 
was loudly applauded by a packed audience of fellow bowlers, officials, family and friends in a function that included 
tributes from existing Hall of Fame members across Australia, and overseas.  
 
Described as the sport’s ‘superstar of the 60’s and 70’s’, Joe Velo made headlines after shooting the first 300 (perfect 
game) bowled outside the United States, at Corrimal Bowl in March, 1963. He won 1,000 pounds, almost a year's 
wage at the time, plus a trip around the world that helped hone his bowling skills and went on to win a swathe of 
national and international titles.  
 
Hall of Fame member, Steve Mackie, who now lives and operates a bowling centre in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
recorded a heartfelt video tribute for his former rival. “His unorthodox ‘wrong-foot’ delivery, learnt in his native Italy 
playing bocce, gained him unmatched accuracy that along with his drive, determination and attitude put him in a 
class of his own over many years…. it inspired me - as do champion bowlers of any era - to a hope and a future in the 
sport,” Mackie said.  
 
“There are now 23 inductees in to the TBA Australian Bowling Hall of Fame - small numbers indeed for a sport that 
has produced hundreds of world-class bowlers and administrators over the years,” added Mackie.  
 
The announcement of June Voukolos as the second inductee was greeted with equal enthusiasm. MC and former 
TBA Board member, Ted Simmons, summarised her outstanding career achievements that include June’s election as 
tenpin bowling’s first female Chairperson in 1998 and Vice President for Oceania of the Asian Bowling Federation in 
1999. June was also honoured as 1998 Administrator of the Year and 2002 Coach of the Year at the Northern 
Territory Sports Awards. 
 
The President of Australian Womensport and Recreation Association, Janice Crosswhite OAM, added her 
congratulations and endorsement of June’s Hall of Fame induction, noting her broad-ranging achievements in both 
coaching and administrative roles as probably unmatched in any other sport in Australia.  
 
The ceremony was attended by several current TBA Hall of Fame members, Life member and long-time friend and 
supporter of Joe Velo, Colleen Camarda, and representatives of the sport and bowling industry.  
 
Keynote speaker, CEO of Tenpin Bowling Australia and Commonwealth Games triple gold-medallist Cara 
Honeychurch outlined the process that led to the reinstatement of Hall of Fame induction ceremonies and accolades 
for the sport’s top achievers.    
 
Recently elected President of FIQ/WTBA, Kevin Dornberger, who had flown into Sydney that morning from the 
United States, joined Cara and the TBA Board in congratulating Joe Velo and June Voukolos on this momentous 
recognition of their achievements and contribution to the sport of tenpin bowling in Australia.  
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For further information and to contact Joe or June for an interview, please ring Lynne Clay on 
0419 444 280 or email lynneclay@bigpond.com 

For further details re Joe Velo see www.joevelo.com 
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