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AMF Australian Masters 
International Challenge 

Bowling fans will be treated to a thrilling spectacle next month when Australia takes on a team of five inter-
national superstars in a made-for-television competition series ς the AMF Australian Masters INTERNA-
TIONAL CHALLENGE.  Action on the lanes will commence at 3pm on Thursday, 20 October at AMF Bowling, 
Rooty Hill in Sydney and spectators are welcome. 

The bowlers representing Australia match the 4-male and 1-female international team, and include some of 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƭŜ ōƻǿƭŜǊǎΦ 5ŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ Sam Cooley, Australia 
representatives George Frilingos and Jason WalshΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9{t¸ !ǿŀǊŘΣ Jason 
Belmonte will be joined by Carol Gianotti whose stellar career has recently been rewarded by induction into 
the USBC Hall of Fame. 

Opposing this talented line-up will be another highly awarded team of athletes that Australian fans rarely 
have the opportunity to see in a real-time contest with their local heroes. Current PBA Player of the Year, 
Mika Koivuniemi from Finland, PBA bowlers Mike Fagan and Tommy Jones from the United States and Ca-
nadian-born pro-bowler Dan MacLelland are the male team members, with USBC Queens and QubicaAMF 
World Cup champion Lynda Barnes from Texas completing this high profile group of international players. 

The International Challenge will comprise a series of singles, doubles and team matches in which the winner 
of each match will be awarded points to determine the overall champion of the inaugural 2011 AMF Austra-
lian Masters INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE.  The event will subsequently be produced into a series of up to 
nine television episodes. These shows will be televised via the digital TV platforms of TVS Sydney, QCTV Bris-
bane, C31 Melbourne/Geelong, C44 Adelaide and WTV Perth, and will be available to a global audience 
online, 24 hours after being televised, via www.youtube.com/user/TenpinBowlingShow 

Admission is free, and spectators are invited to join the audience for this unique bowling competition that 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴǇƛƴ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΦ 
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With the 50th Australian National Championships and AMF Australian Masters just around 
the corner what better opportunity to reflect on the events of yersteryear.  The first National 
Championships were held in 1962 at Rushcutter Bowl in the heart of Sydney.  The event was 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ !¢./ ό!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ¢ŜƴǇƛƴ 
Bowling Congress) and for the first year did not incorporate the Australian Masters.  The first 
Australian Masters (now the AMF Australian Masters) was conducted in 1963 and was won 
by Eric Jang from New South Wales.  Pictured (left) is an article from the ATBC publication 
Ψ¢ŜƴǇƛƴ bŜǿǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфср !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ  нлмл ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴ Lƴπ
ternational Bowler won the Australian Masters with Team USA star Lynda Barnes taking the 
title. 

Rushcutter was one of the premier tournament houses in Australia and not only did it host 
the Australian National Championships and the Masters three times in the first eleven years 
of the Championships, in 1984 it also hosted the Bowling World Cup (now QubicaAMF Bowl-
ing World Cup).  Pictured (left) are the participants of the 1984 World Cup in Rushcutter 
Bowl. 

[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !aC !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
Tenpin Bowling.  Steve Mackie, a member of the Hall of Fame, was back on the lanes in addi-
tion to providing commentary for the final match after a long absence from the Australian 
.ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ  aŀŎƪƛŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ψ{ǘǊƛƪŜ hǳǘΩ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ ƛƴ Ψtƛƴ !ŎǘƛƻƴΩ 
last year accompanied wife Dana Miller-Mackie to have a chance at the $100,000 AMF Aus-
tralian Masters prize pool.  Both Dana and Steve have won the event, Steve in 1967 and 1970 
and Dana in 1989 and were looking  to replicate those wins last year.  TBA uncovered a 1991 
Ψtƛƴ !ŎǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨaŀŎƪƛŜ ! ¢ŜȄŀƴΩ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ {ǘŜǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ wŜπ
Ǝƛƻƴŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ !aC ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǿƭŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
circuit. 

With the recent surge of interest in the AMF Australian Masters and sponsorship provided by 
AMF for this event we are sure the next 50 years of the Australian Masters and the National 
Championships are going to be just as exciting as the last half century.  With the return of 
Lynda Barnes from the US to defend her title and male defending champion Sam Cooley en-
ǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ  ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ 
super-centre AMF Rooty Hill RSL. 

The 2011 AMF Australian Masters and National Championships will again be held at AMF 
Rooty Hill RSL from Saturday 8th October until Saturday 29th October.  The AMF Australian 
Masters will be held on the 21st and 22nd October after the completion of the Walter Ra-

chuig Tournament.  For all your National Championships information including schedules 
and entry forms head to the Tenpin Events webpage accessible from www.tenpin.org.au.  
Live scores from the National Championships and the AMF Australian Masters will also be 
streamed from this page. 
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